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DAISY KADIBIL — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.05 pm]: I rise to pay tribute to and 
honour a great Western Australian, Ms Daisy Kadibil, who died recently in Roebourne at the age of 95. As most 
members would appreciate, it is customary in traditional Aboriginal culture not to speak the name of deceased 
people, but on this occasion I have permission from Daisy’s family and community at Jigalong to say her name in 
this place. 
Her name should be remembered and celebrated because she represents one of the greatest stories of triumph and 
resilience that could be imagined. She was the last of the three girls who famously walked the rabbit-proof fence. 
In 1931, when she was eight years old, Daisy was forcibly bundled into a car by a policeman, with her two cousins, 
Molly and Grace, and taken to Moore River Native Settlement, 1 500 kilometres to the south. Most of us know the 
story of their escape from that bleak place and their epic walk home to Jigalong through Doris Pilkington’s book 
and that great film Rabbit-Proof Fence. It is the most famous story that revealed the shameful episode of 
Australia’s stolen generations to a national and global audience. Daisy and her cousins were specifically targeted 
for capture and institutionalisation by the architect of that insidious state government policy of “biological 
absorption”, A.O. Neville. It was a policy that Sir Ronald Wilson and Mick Dodson described in their 
1997 “Bringing them home” report, as attempted “genocide”, under the United Nations’ definition of that crime 
against humanity. Daisy and her cousins’ story is a demonstration of the enduring resilience of Aboriginal people 
to resist those appalling policies. 
We know from the Rabbit-Proof Fence story that Grace was captured on the walk back to Jigalong, but Daisy and 
Molly made it home. Molly was again transported to Moore River a few years later, and heroically repeated her 
walking journey home to Jigalong. Daisy lived the rest of her life in Jigalong and the Western Desert, where she 
raised her children and followed her culture. I will attend her funeral at Jigalong this coming Saturday and pay 
homage to her extraordinary life with her family and the people of the Western Desert. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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